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Introduction to Poli 30
Poli 30: Political Inquiry



Resources: Office Hours

✤ You can ask questions like, 

✤ Can you explain ____ to me again?

✤ Can you explain what you covered in 
section?

✤ Can you explain what Professor 
Desposato covered in lecture?

✤ Can you walk me through examples?

✤ What am I doing wrong?

✤ You can even just say, I have no idea what’s 
going on.

Practical Matters…

Liesel Spangler
SSB 326
Friday 9:00 am - 11:00 am
Email: lspangler@ucsd.edu



Office Hours: we have every day of 
the week covered!

Monday 1:15-2:30 pm 
Dr. Desposato in SSB 368  

Tuesday 12-2pm 
Garrett Bredell in SSB ____

Wednesday 1-3pm 
Skyler Roth in SSB 446

Thursday 9-11am 
Taylor Carlson in SSB 341

Friday 9-11am 
Liesel Spangler in SSB 326



Section Grades

✤ 10% of your course grade

✤ Sections are mandatory. 

✤ Per Dr. Desposato, you shall attend the section for 
which you are registered. Any exceptions must be 
taken up with him directly.

Practical Matters…



Resources: Section Materials

✤ Materials will be uploaded to my website: 

✤ www.lieselspangler.com/teaching

✤ They include: 

✤ Slides from Section

✤ Links to supplementary websites and materials

Practical Matters…



Getting Started…What is Poli 30?

✤ This course is designed to provide you the tools to:

✤ consume social science research 

✤ do social science research

The Big Picture…



What is Social Science Research?

✤ The study of individuals and groups…how they behave 
and organize.

✤ Political Science is a subset of this research: 

✤ “the study of actors and agencies within a legal, 
institutional setting.” (Galderisi 2015)

✤ How do we do Social Science Research?

✤ the Scientific Method!

The Big Picture…



The Scientific Method
The Big Picture…

Observation/Idea

Develop Theory/Hypotheses

Collect DataAnalyze Data

Refine Theory



Theory & Hypotheses

✤ Theory: 

✤ The story/explanation of the idea that you want to test. 
Rooted in the real world and previous research. Should 
explain why you expect to observe the hypothesis.

✤ Hypothesis:

✤ The boiled-down statement that describes the 
relationship between your IV and DV.



Characteristics of Good Hypotheses

✤ Describes the nature of the relationship  between the Explanatory or 
Independent Variable (IV) AND an Outcome or  Dependent Variable (DV) 

✤ e.g., increases, decreases

✤ IV= the thing that does the changing (its value is independent of the 
other values)

✤ DV= the thing that changes (its value depends on the other values)

✤ Is falsifiable (able to be proven true/false)

✤ Is not immediately verifiable (can you google the answer?)



More Hints on Good Hypotheses

✤ Specific!

✤ Includes specific operationalizations of your variables (how you would measure 
the variable- something you can count)

✤ e.g., Corruption —> the number of bribes taken by officials per month

✤ Includes the Unit of Analysis

✤ Types of people (voters, citizens, residents, organizations, schools)

✤ Types of geographies (cities, states, precincts, congressional districts)

✤ The above with the types of time (legislator-congress, voter-election year)



Example 1:

✤ Common Sense Intuition: studying helps you earn good grades

✤ More specific Hypothesis:

✤ An individual who studies more than five hours a week for Poli 30 will earn a better grade than an 
individual who studies less than five hours a week for Poli 30.  

✤ Unit of Analysis?

✤ student/individual 

✤ Independent Variable?

✤  hours of study

✤ Dependent Variable?

✤ grade

✤ Nature of the Relationship?

✤ as studying increases, grades will increase as well



Example 2:

✤ Intuition: Democracies have stronger economies than 
autocracies.

✤ Theory?

✤ Hypothesis?

✤ Unit of Analysis?



Intervening & Confounding 
Variables

✤ These are both other types of independent variables.

✤ They both alter the causal pathway, just in different ways:

✤ Intervening variable: comes in between (intervenes) your 
hypothesized independent variable and your dependent 
variable

✤ Confounding variable: is correlated with another IV and has its 
own independent effect on DV; causally prior to your 
hypothesized relationship.

✤ You may or may not have collected data to measure them.



Examples

✤ With someone seated near you, map out the following 
relationships: 

✤ Economy and Crime

✤ Education and Voter Turnout

✤ For each, identify potential intervening and 
confounding variables for the following pairs of IVs 
and DVs.



More Examples: (if time)

✤ For each of the examples, consider:

✤ Common Sense Intuition

✤ More specific Hypothesis

✤ Unit of Analysis

✤ Independent Variable?

✤ Dependent Variable?

✤ Nature of the Relationship?

Examples: 
(Chap 1: #5 and #6, p.18)
1) The economy is related to crime.

2) Educated individuals are more 
tolerant.

3) Younger Americans were more 
likely to vote for Obama than 
older people.



Take-Aways

✤ Section is mandatory, and useful! Use the resources you 
have available: my office hours, section materials, etc.

✤ Dependent variables 

✤ Independent variables 

✤ Characteristics of a good hypothesis

✤ Difference between a theory and a hypothesis


